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the dark hues of life, to soften sorrow by putting into it
much of heaven, this is the secret of painters in grey/*

One would be tempted to quote more from this letter
and also to include some passage from the composition
of the English girl * who at an earlier date won the golden
rose. Pau gathered together at this time several well-
known English families, most of whom sent their daughters
to the Sacred Heart. Two other English girls are com-
mended on the evening here described ; the one because
" si la langue est encore en fHche, le cceur est en pleine
culture " ; and the other because " c'est seulement par
accident que sa plume, devenu tres frangaise, se laisse aller
a quelques ressouvenirs d'outre-manche."

The convent clock has been striking "les quarts et
avant-quarts " ; at the lodge, chaperons are waiting for
the day-boarders. The chapel bell, fternadttte, is calling
the nuns to office, so the assembly breaks up. Some of
the older girls wander out through the rose-covered porch
into the inviting garden, where the air is full of a hundred
different scents. Darkness is falling over the old " Villa "
and over the new, white school-house,and is blotting out the
view of the long alleys and of the Carmelite convent
beyond. Sounds come up from the town, reminding the
girls of the many points of contact it has with their peaceful
home.2 The mountains, growing now into huge, mys-
terious darknesses, have at their feet, Lourdes, that place
of wonderful associations.

The impressions left by these schooldays were to be

* The convent in Pan was tlie cenfce of many good works for rich and poor.
The ladies of the town came for sodality meetings, to work for the poor or for the
missions. There were frequent retreats. Several associations, pious or otherwise^
geoaped working girls or the mothers of the children who frequented the free
school.